
 

 

Memorial Tourney MARIO G. GARCÍA 2025 
 

Award of sections: h#2 and h#2.5-3 
 

Introduction 
 I've received 117 entries h#2 and h#2.5-3 from the tourney director José Luis 

García, editor and director of web page Unión Argentina de Problemistas de Ajedrez 

(UAPA), son of  Mario G. García, whom we remember with great nostalgia in this 

memorial tournament. 

 I solved all the problems on the board in order to have a better evaluation of the 

themes and strategies used. 

 In my opinion, there are three fundamental criteria to evaluate a problem: first the 

thematic and strategic idea, second the way these thematic and strategy are implemented 

and third, the construction of this idea. 

 The level of the works were more than acceptable, as may be seen from the 

number of distinctions conferred. 

 I have tried to be as objective as possible in making this award and I ask for 

understanding from those who may not agree with the verdict offered here. 

 I thank all the participants and I congratulate those named in the award. 

 

 

Section: h#2 
 

Participants 

[32 composers from 13 countries with 54 entries] 

 

Canada (M. Pevsner 25*) 

Cuba (L. Echemendia 24, 25*) 

Czech Republic (A. Fica 12*) (M. Svitek 13*) 

Greece (D. Liakos 49) 

Hungary (J. Csák 6, 7, 8) (B. Majoros 10)  

Israel (S. Shamir 4*) (J. Haymann 4*) (M. Witzum 11) 

Italy (D. Gatti 1, 2, 3)  

Japan (M. Hiroaki 9) 

Morocco (M. Jamal Elbaz 5)  

Russia (P. Murashev 16) (A. Skripnik 17, 27, 28*) (A. Pankratiev 18, 19, 20, 21*, 22*, 

23*, 32*, 35*, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40*, 41, 42) (Y. Gorbatenko 21*) (I. Antipin 22*, 23*) 

(V. Gurov 26) (V. Medintsev 28*) (A. Ivunin 32*, 34, 35*, 40*) (A. Nasyrov 52, 53*) 

(N. Shevyakov 53*) 

Slovakia (Z. Labai 12*, 13*, 14) (A. Bidlen 15) 

Ukraine (E. Gavryliv 29, 30, 31) (A. Vasylenko 33, 43, 44) (M. Vasyuchko 45*) (M. 

Galma 45*) (V. Yuzyuk 46, 47) (M. Kolesnyk 50, 51*) (V. Lastivka 51*)  

USA (P. Muljadi 48, 54) 

 

 



 

 

Anticipations 
N° 20 Alexander Pankratiev (see Annex A) 

N° 21 Alexander Pankratiev & Yuri Gorbatenko (see Annex B) 

N° 24 Luis Echemendia (see Annex C) 

N° 41 Alexander Pankratiev (see Annex D) 

N° 45 Mikola Vasyuchko & Mykhailo Galma (see Annex E) 

N° 49 Dmitris Liakos (see Annex F) 

 

 

1st Prize      2nd Prize 

Valery GUROV     János CSÁK 

Russia       Hungary 

                                      
h#2      (11+8) C+   h#2       (7+4) C+ 

4.1.1.1.      b) Ke4→d4 

       c) Rf4→d4 

       d) Ke4→g4 

 

1st Prize: Valery Gurov (Russia) No. 26 

1.Sxe4 Qh7 (A)  2.KxSd3 Qxe4# 

1.Sxc5 Qc8 (B)  2.KxPc3 Qxc5# 

1.Sxd3 Bxd3+  2.KxBd3 Qh7 (A)# 

1.Sxc3 Rxc3+  2.KxRc3 Qc8 (B)# 

 

TF-helpmate unified by destruction of batteries. In the first pair a black piece (a) captures 

the rear piece and the black king captures the front piece of the battery, while a white 

piece (A) on the two way-moves captures piece (a) mating. In the second pair a black 

piece (b) captures the front piece, then is captured by the rear piece of the battery, later 

the black king captures that piece and finally a white piece (A) on the first way-move 

mating. This excellent problem merits the top place in the award. 

 

2nd Prize: János Csák (Hungary) No. 6 

a) 1.Qg4 Be8  2.Kxf5 Bg6# 

b) 1.Qe4 Bd8  2.Kxe5 Bf6# 

c) 1.Qxf5 Rd6  2.Kxe5 Re6# 

d) 1.Re4 Re6  2.Kxf5 Rf6# 



 

 

 

TF-helpmate unified by captures of white pawns e5/f5 by black king. In a) and b) with 

direct unguard of white pawns-squares e5/f5 by white Bc7/Bd7 and then guard and mate 

on another line by same white pieces. Self-blocks. In c) and d) with indirect unguard of 

white pawns-squares by creation of batteries and then mating by battery created. Self-

blocks. Kniest theme. Meredith. Great work! 

 

 

3rd Prize      4th Prize 

A. SKRIPNIK & V. MEDINTSEV   Alexander PANKRATIEV 

Russia       Russia 

                          
h#2      (9+12) C+   h#2        (8+7) C+ 

3.1.1.1.      4.1.1.1. 

 

3rd Prize: Anatoly Skripnik & Vitaly Medintsev (Russia) No. 28 

1.Sf6 Sf5  2.f3 Se3# 

1.Sb8 Qh3  2.g2 Qc3# 

1.Sf8 Bg6  2.e3 Bd3# 

 

Interference unpins of three white pieces by a same black knight. The three white pieces 

unpinned give mate guarding the square unguarded. Well done! 

 

4th Prize: Alexander Pankratiev (Russia) No. 39 

1.Rb1 b5 (A)  2.Rxb5 Sxe3# (B) 

1.Kd5 Sxe3 (B)  2.Ke6 d5# (C) 

1.Rd1 d5 (C)  2.Rxd5 Sxa3# (D) 

1.Kb5 Sxa3 (D)  2.Ka6 b5# (A) 

 

A cycle of white moves ingeniously achieved in a symmetrical position. Four model 

mates. This problem deserves this distinction in the award. 

 

 

1st Honourable Mention             2nd Honourable Mention 

Evgeny GAVRYLIV                        V. LASTIVKA & M. KOLESNIK 

Ukraine               Ukraine 



 

 

                      
h#2      (5+16) C+            h#2      (6+8) C+ 

2.1.1.1.               2.1.1.1 

 

1st Honourable Mention: Evgeny Gavryliv (Ukraine) No. 30 

1.Rxd1! (Re3?) Qxf2  2.Bxa5 Rxc7# 

1.Bxc2! (Ba2?) Ra1  2.Sxc5 Sc6# 

 

Hideaways of black Re2/Bb1 allowing the creation of white batteries and later hideaways 

of black Bb6/Sa6 with capture. Battery-mates. Reciprocal function-exchange of two pairs 

of white pieces: Rd1/Qc2 - captured, rear piece mating battery; Sa5/Rc5 - captured, 

mating battery firing y of two pairs of black pieces: Bb1/bRd2 - line opening, passive; 

Sa6/Bb6 - line opening, passive self-block. Zilahi. Diagonal/orthogonal correspondence. 

The thematic is known (Pyotr Zabirokhin, SuperProblem 2021 – FEN 

4b1sk/6p1/5RpS/7s/8/4prp1/4KQpB/8 – h#2  b) Sg8→h7 – Sol: a) 1.gxh2 Qh4 2.Shxf6 

Sf7# b) 1.gxf2 Be5 2.gxh6  Rf8#). In my opinion, there are two elements that determine 

its placement in the award: the presentation in two solutions and mainly the thematic tries 

in B1 by obstruction of batteries. 

 

2ndHonourable Mention: Volodymyr Lastivka & Mycola Kolesnyk (Ukraine) No.51 

1.Qa1! Rxd2  2.Kxd2 Bh6# 

1.Qe1! Bxc2  2.Kxc2 Rc6# 

 

Hideaway of the black queen in open position. Reciprocal function-exchange of two 

pairs of white pieces: Bh7/Rd8 - passive guard, sacrifice; Re6/Bg7 - mate, passive 

guard. Kniest theme. 

 

 

3rd Honourable Mention    4th Honourable Mention 

Anatoly VASYLENKO    Viktor YUZYUK  

Ukraine      Ukraine 



 

 

   
h#2        (5+9) C+            h#2         (5+9) C+ 
2.1.1.1.               4.1.1.1. 

 

3rd Honourable Mention: Anatoly Vasylenko (Ukraine) No. 33 

1.Bxc6 Sxe5  2.Rg7 Sxc6# 

1.Qxe6 cxd5  2.Bd4 dxe6# 

 

Creation of white battery by capture of pinned black piece and then recapture of new 

black piece for mate. Active sacrifice of a pinned black piece by capturing the pinning 

piece. Black interference. Self-block. Battery-mates. 

 

4th Honourable Mention: Viktor Yuzyuk (Ukraine) No. 47 

1.Kd5 Qb2  2.Kc4 Qxb3# 

1.Kf5 Qd2  2.Kg4 Qf4# 

1.Kd7 Qxb4  2.Kc8 Qb7# 

1.Kf7 Qxd4  2.Kg8 Qg7# 

 

Extended star of black king and star of white queen. 

 

 

Commendations without order 
 

Commendation     Commendation 

János CSÁK      Maeshima HIROAKI 

Hungary      Japan 



 

 

                          
h#2       (3+12) C+   h#2         (8+4) C+ 

2.1.1.1. b) Kc3→f5    2.1.1.1. 
 

Commendation: János Csák (Hungary) No. 7 

a) 1.Se6 Rg2  2.Sd4 Sd5# 

    1.Kxb4 Rxf4  2.Ka4 Rxc4# 

b) 1.Bg8 Sxd3  2.Be6 Rxf4# 

    1.Kxg4 Sd5  2.Kh5 Sf6# 

 

TF-helpmate. Reciprocal function-exchange of two white pieces Sb4/Rg4 – captured + 

guard, mate. Zilahi. Four model mates. There are two clearly defined sets of black pieces 

in each sector and with two solutions. This lowers their place in the awards. 

 

Commendation: Maeshima Hiroaki (Japan) No. 9 

1.Sf3 Se2  2.Sd4 Sc3#   (1.Sf3 Sed3  2.??? Sc5#) 

1.Sd4 Sed3  2.Sf3 Sc5#   (1.Sd4 Se2  2.??? Sc3#) 

 

The tries appear to be artificial. This problem could have been presented with a solution 

and set play in each phase. 

 

 

Commendation     Commendation 

Z. LABAI & M. SVITEK    Pavel MURASHEV   

Slovakia / Czech Republic    Russia 



 

 

                           
h#2      (9+11) C+   h#2       (4+6) C+ 

8.1.1.1.      4.1.1.1. 

 

Commendation: Zoltán Labai (Slovakia) & Miroslav Svitek (Czech Republic) No.13 

1.Qxb6 Ka2  2.Qc5 bxc5#  1.Rg5 Ka2  2.Rc5 bxc5# 

1.Bxb6 Ka2  2.Bc5 bxc5#  1.dxc6 Ka2  2.c5 bxc5# 

1.Qe8 Kc1  2.Qe4 dxe4#  1.Re8 Kc1  2.Re4 dxe4# 

1.Bxc6 Kc1  2.Be4 dxe4#  1.Sg5 Kc1  2.Se4 dxe4# 

 

Two direct white batteries with mate by capture of a pawn-battery. Active sacrifice of 

eight black pieces. Constant white moves. A curious problem that deserves to be 

mentioned in the award. 

 

Commendation: Pavel Murashev (Russia) No. 16      

1.Rb8 Sg5 (A)  2.Rb4 Qxc5# (B) 

1.Sd7 Qc5+ (B)  2. Ke6 Sg5# (A) 

1.Kxd4 Kf3  2.Kd3 Qc3# 

1.Kxe4 Kh3  2.Kf3 Qe3# 

 

TF-Helpmate. In the first pair a classic AB-BA with homogeneous mates. In the second 

pair reciprocal function-exchange of white pieces Bd4/Se4 - passive sacrifice, passive 

guard. 

 

 

Annex 

A       B 
Valery Gurov      Alexander Pankratiev 

MT Y.Belyakin-100 2021    SuperProblem 2025 

3rd Prize 



 

 

                            
h#2             (9+9)   h#2           (6+10) 

4.1.1.1.      4.1.1.1. 

1.Rh8 Re1(A)  2.Bh7 e7# (B)    1.Sf3 Kg6 2.Rd3 exd3# 

1.Rxb5 e7+ (B)  2.Kxc5 Rc1# (C)   1.Rd4 Sxh4  2.Rf3 exf3# 

1.Qa8 Rc1 (C)  2.Ra6 c6# (D)   1.Sc3 Sd6+  2.Kd4 e3# 

1.Bxf7 c6+ (D)  2.Kxe6 Re1# (A)   1.Be6 Bd3+  2.Kd5 e4# 

 

C       D 

José Antonio Garzón     Alexander Pankratiev 

Problemas 2019     JT Oleksiy Ugnivenko-65 2004 

       5th-6th Prize e.a. 

                             
h#2          (2+12)   h#2             (4+3) 

4.1.1.1.      2.1.1.1. 

1.Bh6 exf8=Q  2.f5 Qe7#    1.Be5 Bf1  2.Bd4 Sc4# 

1.d6 e8=B  2.Sd7 Bxd7#    1.Be1 Rf1  2.Bd2 Sf5# 

1.Kf5 e8=S  2.Be6 Sd6# 

1.Bg8 e8=R+  2.Kf7 Re7# 

 

E       F 

Luis Miguel Martín     Fadil Abdurahmanovic 

The Problemist 2012     157th T.T. SuperProblem 2015 

6th Commendation     4th Prize e.a. 



 

 

                             
h#2             (4+8)   h#2          (3+10) 

4.1.1.1.      b) Ra1→a8 c) Ra1→h8 d) Ra1→h1 

1.Qxf2 c3  2.Qd4 cxd4#    a) 1.Ke7 f8=B+ 2.Kd8 Ra8# 

1.Qg5 c4  2.Qd5 cxd5#    b) 1.Rd5 f8=Q+ 2.Ke5 Re8# 

1.Qg8+ Kh6  2.Qb3 cxb3#    c) 1.Bh6 f8=R+ 2.Kg7 Rhg8# 

1.Qg6+ Kh8  2.Qd3 cxd3#    d) 1.Rgf5 f8=S 2.Kg5 Sxh7# 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Section: h#2.5-3 
 

Participants 

[35 composers from 17 countries with 63 entries] 

 

Argentina (P. Ricardi 11, 32) 

Azerbaijan (K. Velikhanov 16*, 33) 

Brazil (R. de Mattos Vieira 10*) 

Cuba (L. Echemendia 37**) 

Czech Republic (A. Fica 7*) 

Denmark (N. Danstrup 8) 

France (A. Onkoud 14, 15, 34*) 

Germany (M. Degenkolbe 37**) 

Greece (D. Liakos 60) 

Hungary (J. Csák 1, 2, 3) (B. Majoros 9) 

Israel (M. Witzum 10*) 

Italy (D. Gatti 4, 5, 6) 

Russia (A. Skripnik 16*, 18*) (P. Arestov 18*) (P. Murashev 19, 20*) (A.Feoktistov 

20*) (A. Pankratiev 21*, 22*, 23*, 24*, 25*, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30*, 39*, 40*, 41*, 42*, 

43*, 44*, 45*, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50) (A. Ivunin 21*, 22*, 23*, 24*, 30*, 39*, 40*, 41*, 

42*, 43*, 44*, 45*) (I. Antipin 25*) (V. Gurov 31) (D. Turevski 59) 

Serbia (N. Petkovic 38) 

Slovakia (Z. Labai 7*, 12, 13) (A. Bidlen 17) 

Ukraine (E. Gavryliv 34*, 35, 36*) (Y. Bilokin 36*) (A. Vasylenko 51) (M. Vasyuchko 

54*, 55*) (M. Galma 54*, 55*) (V. Yuzyuk 56, 57, 58) (M. Kolesnyk 62, 63*) (V. 

Lastivka 63*) 

USA (S. Down 37**) (P. Muljadi 52, 53) 



 

 

 

Anticipations 
N° 15 Abdelaziz Onkoud (see Annex A) 

N° 21 Alexander Pankratiev & Alexey Ivunin (see Annex B) 

N° 30 Alexander Pankratiev & Alexey Ivunin (see Annex C) 

N° 34 A. Onkoud & E. Gavryliv (see Annex D) 

N° 49 Alexander Pankratiev (see Annex E) 

N° 50 Alexander Pankratiev (see Annex F) 

 

 

1st Prize      2nd Prize 

Abdelaziz ONKOUD     Valery GUROV 

France             Russia 

                            
h#3         (4+8) C+   h#2.5                (10+11) C+ 

2.1.1.1.1.1.      2.1.1.1.1.   

 

1st Prize: Abdelaziz Onkoud (France) No. 14 

1.f2 Bc7  2.Qg3 Sxc3+  3.Kf3 Rxg3# 

1.d3 Rh5  2.Qc5 Sd2+  3.Kd4 Bxc5# 

 

Line-openings and self-blocks of black pawns to allow anticipatory self-pin of black 

queen. Anti-Bristol bicolour. Reciprocal function-exchange of two white pieces Bb6/Rh3 

- guard, mate. Orthogonal-diagonal correspondence. Meredith. Model mates. The 

problem deserves this place for its thematic set and complete analogy. The construction 

is excellent and very well achieved. 

 

2nd Prize: Valery Gurov (Russia) No. 31 

1. ... Bh7  2.Sxd6 Qg6  3.Sxe4 Qxe4# 

1. ... Rd8  2.Sxf5 Qd7  3.Sxd4+ Qxd4# 

 

Captures unnecessary of white pieces Bf5/Rd6 and annihilation of white pawns Pe4/Pd4 

by black knights, with sacrifice on that square for mates. White Tourton doublings. 

Reciprocal function-exchange of two white pieces Bf5/Rd6 - captured, guard + line-

opening. Diagonal/orthogonal correspondence. An admirable piece of work. 

 



 

 

 

3rd Prize      4th Prize 

Kenan VELIKHANOV    Nikola PETKOVIC 

Azerbaijan      Serbia 

             
h#3   (10+14) C+   h#2.5                  (8+6) C+ 

b) Qf7→d7       2.1.1.1.1. 
 

3rd Prize: Kenan Velikhanov (Azerbaijan)  No. 33 

a) 1.Sb4 Rd5  2.Kxc4 Rxb5+  3.Kxb5 Bc4# 

b) 1.Sxe3 Bd5  2.Kxd4 Bxe4+  3.Kxe4 Rd4# 

 

An original play of batteries. Self-block by move of bSd5 to squares b4/e3 thus forming 

a direct and an indirect battery. White Grimshaw Rd5/Bd5 thus forming a half-battery. 

Black king captures white pawns Pc4/Pd4 thus forming a new direct battery. Sacrifice of 

white piece in move W2 with destruction of battery and capture of black king. Kniest 

theme. Zilahi. Reciprocal function-exchange of two white pieces Rd6/Be6 - sacrifice + 

line opening, mate. Diagonal/orthogonal correspondence. A problem with very rich 

content. 

 

4th Prize: Nikola Petkovic (Serbia) No. 38 

1. ... Sg3+  2.Kxf4 Re5  3.Bg4 Se4#  

1. ... Se2+  2.Kxe4 Be5  3.Bxf5 Sf4# 

 

A typical white Klasinc theme, where the novelty appears in the switchbacks of white 

knights are achieved without captures. The closest antecedent to the white Klasinc theme 

with captures could be seen in the following problem (Mykola Kolesnik, StrateGems 

2021, 3rd Prize – FEN s1b5/1p2pp2/RS2p3/pP2PBs1/1r1kS3/8/2r2b2/7K – h#2.5, 

2.1.1.1.1. – Sol: 1. ...Sxa8  2. Kd5 Rxe6  3.Rd4 Sb6# / 1. ...Sxg5  2.Kc5  Bd3  3.Bd4  

Se4#). The pleasant position achieved merits this placement in the award. 

 

 

1st Honourable Mention    2nd Honourable Mention 

Abdelaziz ONKOUD     Evgeny GAVRYLIV 

France      Ukraine 

    



 

 

   
h#3    (10+13) C+   h#3       (8+15) C+ 

2.1.1.1.1.1.      2.1.1.1.1.1. 

 

1st Honourable Mention: Abdelaziz Onkoud (France) No. 15 

1.Rb6 Rxf4  2.Rb4 Bb5  3.Rxc4 Bxc4# 

1.Bg3 Bxc6  2.Be1 Rf2  3.Bxd2+ Rxd2# 

 

Consecutive moves by the same black piece in each solution with annihilation of white 

pawns on mating squares. Reciprocal function-exchange of two black pieces: Rc6/Bf4 - 

capture, sacrifice and of two white pieces: Be8/Rf7 - guard, mate. Part of this theme is 

known (see Annex A), but the set thematic of the problem merits an honorary mention. 

 

2nd Honourable Mention: Evgeny Gavryliv (Ukraine) No. 35 

1.Qxa6 dxe3  2.Qxc4 Sxc4  3.Rd2 Sxd2# 

1.Sxb2 dxe4  2.Sxc4 Bxc4  3.Bd3 Bxd3# 

 

Captures of white pieces Ba6/Sb2 and annihilation of white Pc4 by black pieces Qa8/Sd1 

with active black sacrifice on that square. Reciprocal function-exchange of two pairs of 

white pieces: Ba6/Sb2 - captured, mate; Pd2/Pd3 - active piece, passive piece. Hideaway 

with sacrifice bRe2/bBc2. Zilahi. Model mates. 

 

 

3rd Honourable Mention    4th Honourable Mention 

A. SKRIPNIK & K. VELIKHANOV  János CSÁK 

Russia / Azerbaijan     Hungary 



 

 

   
h#3                 (12+6) C+   h#2.5                 (5+15) C+ 

4.1.1.1.1.1.      2.1.1.1.1. 

 

3rd Honourable Mention: A. Skripnik (Russia) & K.Velikhanov (Azerbaijan) No.16 

1.Sxe4 Sg1  2.Kd2 Bc3+  3.Kxe3 Sd1# 

1.Rxe4 Sc3  2.Rxe3 Bxe3  3.Sf1 Sd3# 

1.Rxc5 Bxc5  2.Kxe2 Rd4  3.Kxe3 Re4# 

1.Rxe6 Rxe6  2.Kxf2 Be5  3.Kxe3 Bd4# 

 

Star of white bishop. Many ways of black king. Creation of reciprocal batteries. 

Switchbacks of white Re4/Bd4. Two battery-mates. 

 

4th Honourable Mention: János Csák (Hungary) No. 1 

1. ... Rcxd2  2.Bc6 Rxf2  3.gxf2 Bxf2# 

1. ... Bxd2  2.Rb6 Bxc3  3.Bxc3 Rxc3# 

 

Reciprocal function-exchange of two white pieces Rc2/Be1 - capture of black pawn d2 

with line-opening and then capture of other black pawn and sacrifice for mate. Zilahi. 

Self-blocks. 

 

 

5th Honourable Mention    6th Honourable Mention 

Alexander PANKRATIEV    Y. BILOKIN & E. GAVRYLIV 

Russia       Ukraine 

    



 

 

h#3                  (8+9) C+   h#3               (8+10) C+ 

2.1.1.1.1.1.      2.1.1.1.1.1. 

 

5th Honourable Mention: Alexander Pankratiev (Russia) No. 29 

1.Qxe4 Bd6  2.Qxe5 Sxe5  3.exd6 Sf3# 

1.Rxe4 2.Sf6  2.Rxe5 Bxe5  3.exf6 Bc3# 

 

Annihilation of two white pawns e4/e5 with line-opening and sacrifice. Reciprocal 

function-exchange of two white pieces Bb8/Sd7 - mate, sacrifice. Zilahi. Model mates. 

 

6th Honourable Mention: Yuri Bilokin & Evgeny Gavryliv (Ukraine) No. 36 

1.Qb3 Sxd7  2.Kc3 Sc5  3.Kxc4 Sxa6# 

1.Rxe4 Sxa6  2.Ke3 Sc5  3.Kxd4 Sxd7# 

 

Twofold switchbacks of white piece Sc5 with capture and then battery mate. Reciprocal 

function-exchange of two white pieces Bb6/Rc6 - passive guard, rear piece of mating 

battery. Distant self-blocks. 

 

 

7th Honourable Mention    Special Honourable Mention 

M. WITZTUM & R. de MATTOS VIEIRA Dmitri TUREVSKI 

Israel / Brazil      Russia 

    
h#3                 (7+14) C+   h#3                   (2+4) C+ 

2.1.1.1.1.1.      2.1.1.1.1.1.   

 

7th Honourable Mention: M. Witztum (Israel) & R. de Mattos Vieira (Brazil) No.10 

1.Qf6 Bd8  2.Qxh4 Bg5  3.Qf2 Rxd3# 

1.Qe5 Ra8  2.Qh5 Re8  3.Qf3 Bxd4# 

 

Consecutive moves of black queen piece in each solution with self-blocks. Reciprocal 

function-exchange of two white pieces Ra3/Bb6 - pin, mate. 

 

Special Honourable Mention: Dmitri Turevski (Russia) No. 59 

1.Rd4 Qa5  2.Re4 Kd6  3.Kd4 Qd2# 

1.Rd2 Qa4  2.Kd3 Kd5  3.c3 Qe4# 



 

 

 

Pure orthogonal and diagonal waiting move of white queen. An elegant miniature. 

 

 

Commendations without order 
 

Commendation     Commendation 

János CSÁk      Pablo RICARDI 

Hungary      Argentina 

    
h#3                  (7+8) C+   h#3                  (4+5) C+ 

b) Kb4→d8      3.1.1.1.1.1. 
 

Commendation: János Csák (Hungary) No. 3 

a) 1.Rb6 Sf5  2.Kc3 Se5  3.Rb2 Be1# 

b) 1.Rd6 Sf3  2.Ke7 Bh4+  3.Ke6 Sf8# 

 

Reciprocal function-exchange of two white pieces Bg3/Sd7 - guard, mate. Model mates. 

 

Commendation: Pablo Ricardi (Argentina) No. 11 

1.Sxe5 Bg7  2.Kg5 Kxg3  3.Rg6 Rxe5# 

1.Bxe5 Bh4  2.Rg6 Bg3  3.Sf6 Rxe5# 

1.Rxe5 Rb6  3.Re4 Bh4  3.Se5 Rf6# 

 

Three different captures of white pawn e5 in move B1. Model mates. 

 

Commendation               Commendation 

Anatoly VASYLENKO              V. LASTIVKA & M. KOLESNIK 

Ukraine      Ukraine 



 

 

    
h#3                (5+10) C+   h#2.5    (7+11) C+ 

b) Ra4→d8      2.1.1.1.1. 
 

Commendation: Anatoly Vasylenko (Ukraine) No. 51 

a) 1.Rxg2+ Rf3  2.Rg4 Rb3  3.O-O-O Rc2# 

b) 1.Rh4+ g4  2.fxg3 e.p.+ Re2  3.g4 Rxe4# 

 

Line-opening maneuvers to avoid the negative effects of a direct black battery. Black 

castling. En passant. Model mates. 

 

Commendation: Volodymyr Lastivka & Mycola Kolesnyk (Ukraine) No. 63 

1. ... Rxb3  2.Sc3 Bh5  3.Kd3 Bxe2# 

1. ... Ba3  2.Sb4 Rh6  3.Kc5 Rxc6# 

 

Reciprocal function-exchange of two pairs of white pieces: Rd3/Bc5 - passive guard, pin 

+ critical move; Rh2/Be8 - mate, passive guard. Reciprocal function-exchange of two 

black pieces Sc2/Sb5 - passive self-block, anticipatory self-pin. 

 

 

Annex 
 

A            B 

Jorge Lois & Jorge Kapros         Iosif Krikheli 

feenschach 2015          Shakhmaty 1965 

4th Prize           1st Prize 



 

 

                        
h#3         (12+14)         h#3        (6+8) 

2.1.1.1.1.1.            2.1.1.1.1.1. 

 

1.Bh5 Rg6 2.Bxf3 Bf6 3.Bxe4 Rg3#                 1.Bf1 Bc6 2.Kc4 Rc8 3.Bd3 Ba4# 

1.Rc7 Bd7 2.Rxc4 f5 3.Rxd4 Bb5#         1.Rd1 Rc6 2.Kxe4 Ba8 3.Rd3 Rxf6# 

 

C             D 

Christer Jonsson           Valery Gurov 

Problem Paradise 2016          Csák-Majoros-Pásztor 2025 

             4th Prize  

                       
h#3           (3+12)        h#3   (10+10) 

2.1.1.1.1.1.           2.1.1.1.1.1. 

1.Bxb2+ Kxb2 2.Se5 Ra3 3.Sg4 Rxh3#       1.Sxg6 Re7 2.Rxd4 c×d4 3.Kxd4 Rd7# 

1.Rxa2+ Kxa2 2.Kh6 Ba3 3.Qh5 Bf8#       1.Sxd7 Bh5 2.Bxe4+ fxe4 3.Kxe4 

Bg6# 

 

E            F 

Paulina Mongait & Alexander Toger        Zlatko Mihajloski 

Ideal Mate Review 1999         SuperProblem 2022 

Honourable Mention          Special Honourable Mention 



 

 

                        
h#3         (12+14)         h#3       (6+8) 

3.1.1.1.1.1.            3.1.1.1.1.1. 

1.Bc3 Kb3 2.Bd4 Sc4+ 3.Kd3 Sf4#         1.Ra3 Kb7 2.Ka4+ Ka6 3.Rb4 Sc5# 

1.Be1 Sg1 2.Bg3 Kc3 3.Bf4 Sg4#         1.Ra4 Se5 2.Ka5+ Ka7 3.Rb5 Sc6# 

1.Bc1 Kb4 2.Kd4 Sf4 3.Be3 Sc6#         1.Ka6+ Kc7 2.Rb7+ Kc6 3.Ra7 Sb4# 

 

 

Jorge Joaquín Lois 

Grandmaster of the FIDE for Chess Compositions 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

July 7th, 2026 


