Mario G. Garcia Memorial Tournament Award

| was happy to accept José Luis Garcia's proposal to judge the tournament dedicated to the memory

of his father.

Participants to this memorial:

by Antonio Garofalo

Alexandrov Velko 09,13

Garzon José Antonio 07

Gatti Daniele 02,06,05
Gorbatenko Yuri 01*,14*
Labai Zoltan 10-11,12*
Lyubashevsky Leonid 04*,03**
Makaronez Leonid 01*,04*,03**
Matyushin Gennady 21
Pankratiev Alexandre 14*,16,19,17,18
Shavyrin Valery M. 08

Svitek Miroslav 12*
Vasilenko Anatoly 20

Volchek Victor 03**

Despite the quality of the Authors, which is well known, unfortunately the quality of the Problems
has not been up to the level we expected. However, in my humble opinion, it is now very difficult to
create excellent works in the field of three moves checkmates.

| therefore propose this ranking:
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08 - Valery M. Shavyrin

Prize - Mario G. Garcia Memorial Tournament

13 (12+10) C+

1.exd3? A [2.5xg4%] but 1...Rxc4!

1.e4? B [2.5c6%] 1...Sb4 2.Rxh4 [3.5g6%] but 1...Rxc4!
1.Bc5! [2.e3 C [3.Bd6F] Sf5 3.Sc61 3.S¢g67 2...Ba3 3.Bd41]
1...S92 2.e4 B [3.Sc67F 3.5g61]

..Sf3 2.5xg4+ Ke4 3.exd3t A

..Sg6 2.Sc6+ Kf5 3.e41 B

..Ba3 2.g6+ Kxf6 3.Bd4t 2...Sf5 3.Rxf51

..Rxc4 2.Bd6+ Kd4 3.e31 C

..Rxa5 2.exd3 A [3.Sxg41]

..dxe2 2.d4+ Bxd4 3.Bd6t

el e el el

Theme logic.
Exchange between 2nd & 3rd white moves (2.e3 & 2.e4); exchange
between two tries 1.exd3?, 1.e4? and one menace 2.e3, with mates.
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07 - José Antonio Garzon
1%t Hon. Mention - Mario G. Garcia Memorial Tournament
13 (8+6) C+

1.e4! [2.e5+ Sxeb 3.Bf81]
1...5f6 2.Bf8+ Keb 3.5d3%
1...Rxb5 2.Sc4+ Kc6 3.Bd5%
1...c4 2.Rxd4+ Kc5 3.Rd5%

Preventive selfblock, a clean problem.
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03 - Leonid Lyubashevsky, Leonid Makaronez, Victor Volchek

2"9 Hon. Mention - Mario G. Garcia Memorial Tournament
13 (11+12) C+

1.5d5! [2.Bxb4 [3.5¢31]]

1...Sd6 2.Sxb4 [3.Qd31]

1...Bd6 2.5f4 [3.Qd3%] exf4 3.Qd4t
1...d6 2.Kxb4 [3.Sc31]

1...dxe6 2.Qc2+ Kxd5 3.Qd3t

Three interference defenses.
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17 - Alexandre Pankratiev
3" Hon. Mention - Mario G. Garcia Memorial Tournament
13 (10+12) C+

1.Rh5? [2.Rf5%] but 1...Bxh3!

1.Rh4! [2.Sh6+ Kxe5 3.Sf7$] € Siers battery
1...Qc4 2.Se3+ Kxe5 3.Sxc4t < Siers battery
1...Bxf6 2.Sxf6+ Kxe5 3.Rxedt
1...Bxh3 2.Sxd3+ exd3 3.Rxd4%
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18 - Alexandre Pankratiev
1%t Commendation - Mario G. Garcia Memorial Tournament
13 (8+9) C+

1.Qb1! [2.Qxf5+ Kxf5 3.Re5%
2...gxf5 3.Reg81]

1...Sg3 2.Bxf4+ Kxf4 3.Qclt

1...g3 2.5f3+ Kg4 3.Sde5t




05 - Daniele Gatti
2" Commendation - Mario G. Garcia Memorial Tournament
13 (5+6) C+

1.5a7! [2.S¢61]
1...c6 2.Kb7 [3.Sxc6%] Be4 3.Rxh8%
1...c5 2.Kb6 [3.Sc61] Be4 3.Rxh8%

Author’s comment:

1.5a7! (2.5c6#) 1...c6 [1...c5 2.Kb6! (3.Sc6#) (2.Kb7? Bed+!
(Refutes)) 2...Be4 3.Rxh8#] 2.Kb7! (3.Sxc6#) [2.Kb6? Bd4+!
(Refutes)] 2...Be4 3.Rxh8#

21 - Gennady Matyushin
3" Commendation - Mario G. Garcia Memorial Tournament
3 (5+2) C+

1.c4? tempo but 1...Ka8!
1.Sc7? tempo but 1...Kb8!
1.Rxg4? [2.Bf3 Kxa6 3.Ra4d%
2...Ka8 3.Kb61] but1...Ka8!
1.Rd3? tempo
1...Kxa6 2.Rd7+ Kab 3.Ra7t
1...Ka8 2.Kb6 [3.Rd8%] but 1...g3!
1.Rg2! tempo
1...Ka8 2.Kb6 g3 3.Bf3%
1...93 2.Bf3 Kxa6 3.Ra2t
2...Ka8 3.Kh6t

Italy, July 2026 - International Judge Antonio Garofalo




