Mario Garcia MT, sec. A2, 2026 - the preliminary award

From the tourney director José Garcia | received 21 studies. The compositions were
on average of a good level. | thank to my friend Lubo$ Kekely for checking the
originality of the studies and for translating my comments into English. In my
evaluation, | mainly distinguished the original compositions. Some authors tried to
improve their older compositions, or those of others authors. Here | list only those
that made it into the competition results. M. Pasman Kd5/Ka6 - the conclusion of the
idea was E.Pogosjanc 1978, J.Polasek Kd1/Ka8 - several composers dealt with this
idea, e.g. J.KrejCi 1955, A. Motor 1982, J. Timman 1991, V.Durarbeyli+ I. Aliev 2011.
Compared to the older past, today the compositions appearing in competitions are on
average of higher quality. This is certainly due to computer technology and the
existence of databases. So the judge has a problem deciding which works not to
include, so | also preferred my taste here and awarded 9 studies.

1st-2nd prize
Hergert Volker, Switzerland
Mario Garcia MT, sec. A2, 2026

Draw (5+5)

1.e4! Black threatened both 1...f5 —+ and 1...e4 —+. 1...Kd2 2.Kh1! The only move
after which white has a response to every move by the black king, putting the
opponent at a disadvantage. It is not enough 2.Kg2? Ke2—+; 2.Kg1? Ke1 3.Kg2 Ke2—
+, because white would be at a zugzwang. 2...g4! 2...Ke2 3.Kg2=; 2...Ke1 3.Kg1=;
2..Kd1 3.Kh2=. 3.hxg4 3.fxg4? Kd3—+. 3...Ke2 4.f4! Just like that! Loses 4.Kg2? h3+
5.Kg3 h2 6.Kxh2 Kxf3.4...exf4 5.Kg1! — He is preparing a breakthrough e5 or g5
depending on Black's response. After 5.Kg2? f3+—+; 5.e57 fxe5 6.9g5 Kxf2 7.g6 f3
8.97 Ke1 9.g8Q f2—+; 5.9g57 fxg5 6.e5 Kxf2 7.e6 g4—+. 5...f3 5...h3 6.e5! (6.957 fxg5
7.€5 g4 8.6 g3 9.fxg3 fxg3 10.e7 h2+ 11.Kg2 h1Q+ 12.Kxh1 Kf2 13.e8Q g2+ 14.Kh2
g1Q+ 15.Kh3 Qg3#) 6...fxe5 7.g5 e4 8.g6 e3 9.fxe3 f3 10.g7 f2+ 11.Kh2 f1Q
12.g8Q=; 5...Kf377? 6.g5! fxg5 7.e5+-6.95! 6.e5? fxed5 7.g5 e4 8.9g6 €3 9.g7 exf2+
10.Kh2 f1Q 11.g8Q Qf2+ 12.Kh1 Qe1+ 13.Kh2 Qg3+ 14.Qxg3 hxg3+ 15.Kxg3 f2—+.
6...fxg5 7.e5 g4 8.e6 g3 9.e7 gxf2+ 10.Kh2 f1Q 11.e8Q+ Kd2 11..Kf2 12.Qe3+!
Kxe3 stalemate. 12.Qe3+! 12.Qd8+? Qd3—+; 12.Qd7+? Qd3+.12...Kxe3 stalemate.
Nice pawn study. After an interesting game in the intro on both sides and after 5.Kg1!
black has two options. 5...h3 is followed by the correct continuation 6.e5!, leading to
a draw ending. But not 6.g5?7 what will lose. Black has a slightly stronger 5.f3, where
the solution and try are reciprocally exchanged after 6.g5!, but after 6.e57 will lose.



However, even here black does not break through the defense and has to settle for a
draw.

1st-2nd prize
Pavel Arestov, Russia
Mario Garcia MT, sec. A2, 2026

Draw (3+6)

1.Rc4+! Rxc4 2.Qf8+ Bd8 3.Qxf5+ Kc7 4.Qe5+ Kd7 5.Qd5+ Ke7 6.Qe5+! Kf7
7.Qd5+ Kg7 8.Qd7+ It is not enough to capture a rook 8.Qxc4? pre 8...Rb6+!, but not
8...d1Q7 pre 9.Qd4+! Qxd4 stalemate. 8...Kh8 9.Qe8+ Kg7 10.Qd7+ Kg6 11.Qd3+!
Kh5! 12.Qxc4! Only now can the rook be captured — defenses with several
stalemates are already ready! 12...Rb6+ 12...d1Q 13.Qf7+! With two lines: 13...Kg4
(13...Kg5 14.Qg7+ Kf4 (14...Kh4 15.Qd4+ (Dh8+) 15...Qg4 16.Qh8+ Kg3 17.Qe5+
Qf4 18.Qxb8! Qxb8 stalemate 15.Qd4+ Qxd4 stalemate 14.Qd7+! Qxd7 stalemate
13.Ka7! d1Q 14.Qd5+! Qxd5 stalemate. After the initial sacrifice of the rook, the
white queen gains incredible activity in the fight against the great material advantage
of Black, who only watches sadly as his promising tries at winning end in a stalemate.

3rd prize
Sergey Osintsev, Russia
Mario Garcia MT, sec. A2, 2026
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1.Bd6+ 1.Qxc8?! Qf1+! (1...Qxc8? 2.Bd6+ Ka4=) 2.Kxc2 Nd4+-+. 1...Kad4 2.Rb4+
2.Qxc8?! Qf1+! 3.Kxc2 Nd4+ 4.Kc3 Qc1+! (4...Nxb5+? 5.Kb2 Bd4+ 6.Kc2=) 5.Kd3
Qxc8 6.Rb4+ Kab5 7.b7 Qc2# 2..Qxb4 3.Qd7+ Qb5 4.Qa7+! White prefers to
exchange on the adjacent square. Thematic try 4.Qxb5+? Kxb5 5.b7 Rh8! 6.Ng5!
Ne1! change of try and main line (6...Nd4? 7.b8Q+ Position B with bKb5 - with
check! 7...Rxb8 8.Bxb8 Kc4 9.Ned4= (9.Ne6) ) 7.b8Q+ Rxb8 8.Bxb8 BcS! (8...Kc4?
9.Nf3! Kb3 10.Nxe1 Bxe1 11.Bf4=) 9.Beb Position A1 with bKb5 - there is a move
9...Kc4! 10.Ne6 Bf2! 11.Kb2 (11.Bf4 Kb3!—+) 11...Kd5 12.Bc3 Kxe6 13.d4 Be3—+.
4...Qa5 5.Qxa5+ try 5.Qd7+? Kb3! 6.Qf7+ Rc4 (6...Ka4? 7.Qa2+ Kb5 8.Qxa5+ Kxab
9.b7 to main line) 7.Qxf3+ Ka2 8.Qd3 Qa4 9.b7 Ba7 10.Ng5 Rd4! a) 10...Qb37?
11.Qxb3+ Kxb3 12.Ne6= (12.Nf3) b) 10...Bb8? 11.Nf7 Bxd6 12.Nxd6 Rb4=; c)
10...Rh4? 11.Qxc2+ Qxc2+ 12.Kxc2 Rc4+ 13.Kd1 Rg4=; 11.Qc3 Qb3 12.Qxc2+
Qxc2+ 13.Kxc2 Rxd6-+.5...Kxa5 6.b7 Rh8! 7.b8Q thematic try 7.Ng5? Nd4!
(7...Ne1? change of try and main line 8.b8Q Rxb8 9.Bxb8 main line) 8.b8Q Position
B1 with bKa5 - without check! 8...Rh1+—+. 7...Rxb8 8.Bxb8 Ne1 9.Ng5 Kb4 Black
changes the plan. 9...Bc5 10.Be5 Position A with bKa5, Black is forced to play
10...Ka4 11.Ne6! (11.Bb2? Kb3—+) 11...Ba3+ 12.Bb2 Kb3 13.Nd4+ (13.Bxa3? Nd3#)
13...Kc4=. 10.Nf3! 10.Ne4? Bd4 11.Bg3 Kb3! 12.Bxe1 Bb2#. 10...Kb3! 11.Nxe1
Bxe1 12.Bf4 12.Bd6? Bf2 13.Bb4 Bd4 14.Bc3 Bc5 (714...Bxc3? 15.dxc3 Kxc3=
stalemate) 15.Bb2 Bf8 16.Bh8 Ba3+ 17.Bb2 Bxb2# 12...Bh4 13.Bg5! Bg3 14.Bf4!
Bf2 15.Be3 Bh4 16.Bg5 Bxg5 ideal stalemate with pawn-pin. Remarks in the
solution are the author's. Black has a dangerous pawn c2. White must defend himself
against the influence of this pawn throughout the game. After an interesting game
and 9...Kb4, White has a saving manoeuvre with the sacrifice of the knight (10.Nf3!)
which leads to a positional draw or stalemate.

1st hon. mention
Beat Neuenschwander, Switzerland
Mario Garcia MT, sec. A2, 2026

Draw (8+4)

1.c7 Threatens both b8=Q and Rg1.1...Ka5. Second possibility 1...Rb2 it is not
enough, cause 2.c8Q! (2.Rg8? Rbc2—-+) 2...Rxc8 3.Rb7+ Ka3 4.Ra7+ Kb4 5.Rb7+=.
2.Rg1! White uses the rook overload 1....e5! with threat for example Rc6+,
2..Rxg1? 3.c8Q+-. 3.Kh5! The clear answer is, the white king will hide behind the
black pawn. 3.c8Q7 Rb6+—+- 3...e4 4.Kh4 e3! 5.d4! 5.f47? exd2—+. 5...exf2 The
black pawn "swallowed through" to the f2 square, but it did not get rid of the overload



on the rook. 5...e2 6.c8Q or Re1! 6.Rf1! A nice and decisive move in defense.
6...Rxc7! This is the strongest. 6...Rxf1 7.c8Q Rfc1 8.Qf5+= Ka4 9.Qxf2 7.Rxb1 Rg7
8.Rf1 Rg2 9.d5 9.Kh5? Kb5—+. 9...Kb5 10.a4+ Kc5 11.a5 Kxd5 12.a6 draw. A fun
demonstration of rook overloading, it would definitely be great in a problem solving
competition.

2nd-3rd hon. mention

Alain Pallier, France
Mario Garcia MT, sec A2, 2026

Draw (5+4)

1.Nf6! Only move, other options are not enough for a draw. It seems that White
should have no problems, he has enough material for the missing queen, but both
black pawns are dangerous.1.Ne7? Qd7+! 2.Ka8 Kc1 3.b7 (3.Nf3 Qa4+ 4.Kb7 Qe4+
5.Nc6 Qxf3—+) 3...Qad+ 4.Kb8 d2 5.Ne2+ Kb2!—+; 1.Nh3? Qf5! 2.Ka7 Qxh3 3.b7
Qe3+ 4.Ka8 Qe4 5.Nf6 Qc6 6.Rd7 Kc2 7.Ka7 Qa4+ 8.Kb8 d2 9.Kc8 d1Q 10.Rc7+
(10.Rxd1 Qc6+—+; 10.b8Q Qab+-+) 10...Kd2 /d3 11.b8Q Qa6+ 12.Qb7 Qdad—+
1...Qf5 2.Nd7! Kc2 Pawn advancement is threatened 3.Kc8 Not enough is 3.Rg2+?
d2 4.Rxd2+ Kxd2—+ 3...Qed4/d5 4.Nh3

a) 4...d2 5.Rg1 5.Nf2? Qf3—+ 5...Qc6+ 6.Kd8 h4 6..d1Q 7.Rxd1 Kxd1 8.Nf4 h4
9.Nd3= 7.Nf2 Qa8+ 8.Kc7! [8.Ke7? Qf3!—+ and not (8...Qa3+? 9.Kd8 Qf3 (9...Qa8+
10.Kc7!=) 10.Ra1! Qxf2 11.b7=) ] 8...Qf3! 9.Nd1! The progress of one pawn is
stopped, but the other advances. 9...h3 9...Qf4+ 10.Kd8 Qe4 11.Kc7 h3 12.b7 h2
13.Rf1 h1Q 14.Rxh1 Qxh1 15.Ne3+ Kd3 16.Ng4! Kc3 17.b8Q d1Q 18.Nge5= 10.b7
h2 11.Rf1! It just seems like the rook doesn't have a good retreat. 11...h1Q 12.Rxh1
Qxh1 13.Ne3+ Kd3 14.Ng4! A single, but sufficient move to maintain a draw.
14...Qc1+ 15.Kd8! 15.Kd6? Qa3+—+ 15...Qb2 16.b8Q draw,

b) 4...Qc6+ 5.Kd8 Qa8+ 6.Kc7 d2 7.Rg1 (7.Nf2? Qf3 8.b7 Qxf2—+) 7...Qf3 8.b7
(8.Ng5? Qf2—+) 8...Qxh3 9.b8Q Qh2+ 10.Kc8! Wrong is 10.Kd8? Qxg1 11.Qc7+
Kd1 12.Nf6 Qd4+! and eg 13.Ke7 Kel1 14.Qg3+ Qf2—+ 10...Qxg1 11.Qc7+ Kd1
12.Nf6! He repeats the first move again 12...Qg6 72...Qf1 13.Qc6! Qf5+ 14.Kd8 Ke1
15.Qh1+ Ke2 16.Qg2+ /Dh2=) 13.Qd6! An interesting database position has arised
13.Qc6? Qc2—+ 13...Qf5+ (13...h4 14.Qf4=) 14.Kd8 h4 15.Nd5! Correct move with
centralization of the knight. Failed: 15.Qc6? Qd3+ 16.Ke7 Qe3+ 17.Kd8 h3 18.Ne4
Ke2 19.Nxd2 Qxd2+—+ 15...Qg5+ 16.Kd7! A series of precise retreats by the king
follows. After 16.Ke8? h3!—+; 16.Kc8? Qg4+! 17.Kd8 Qd4! 18.Kc7 Kc1 19.Qa3+
Qb2-+ 16...Qg4+ 17.Kc6! Qc4+ 18.Kb6! 78.Kd7? Qd4—+ 18...Qd4+ 19.Ka6!
(19.Kab5? h3 20.Qc6 Qeb—+) 19...h3 19...Kc2 20.Nb4+ Kc3 21.Na2+ Kc4 22.Qb4+=



20.Qc6! Ke2 21.Qe6+ Kf2 22.Qf5+ Kg1 23.Qg5+ Kh1 24.Ne3! draw. An interesting
composition with a challenging grouping of material to work well. The study has rich
content, but too many moves with a lot of difficult lines.

2nd-3rd HM
Michael Pasman, Israel
Mario Garcia MT, sec. A2, 2026
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Draw (7+5)

1.e7+! Chess is attractive, but it is also better than 1.Kxe4? Bb1+ 2.Kf4 Bxg6 3.Nxa7
Rxh5—+. 1...Ka5 1...Kb7? 2.Nd6+ 2.Nd6! Po 2.Kxe4 Nxc8 (2...Bb1+ 3.Kd5 Bxg6
4.Nxa7 Bxh5)-+ 2...Rxh5+ NeSlo 2...Rxe7?? 3.Nc4+ Kb5 Rb6 mat. 3.Rg5!! A very
nice and unexpected move! 3.Kxe4? Bb1+ 4.Kf4 Bxg6-+ 3...Rehd4! 3...Rxg5+
4 Kxe4, 3...Rxe7 4.Nc4+ Kab6 5.Rxh5=. 4.Rxh5 4.e8Q7 Rxg5+ 5.Ke6 Rh6+ 6.Kd7
Rg7+ 7.Nf7 Nc6-+. 4...Bxb3+ 5.Nc4+! Check on check 5...Bxc4+ 6.Kd6+! Check on
check 6...Nb5+! Check on check 6...Rxh5 7.e8Q= 7.Kc6 Re4 7...Rxh5 8.e8Q Bd5+
9.Kd7 Rh7+ 10.Kd8=. After a nice gun-flight on both sides, it looks like Black will be
successful, but White is not done yet. 8.a4! Prehra 8.Rh4? Re6+ 9.Kd7 Rd6+! 10.Kc8
Be6+. 8...Kxa4 9.Rh4! AZ teraz! Nc3 9...Re6+ 10.Kd7 Rd6+ 11.Kc8=. 10.Rxe4 Nxed
11.e8N!! Weak is 11.e8Q7 Bb5+ 12.Kd5 Nf6+-+. 11...Bb5+ 12.Kd5 Nc3+ 13.Kd4
Ne2+ 14.Ke3 draw. E. Pogosyants, 1978, has the same conclusion, but his position
has only the character of a scheme, which the new author managed to brilliantly
develop.



Special hon. mention
Jaroslav Polasek, Czechia
Mario Garcia MT, sec. A2, 2026
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Draw (5+4)

1.b4!! You'll see the point of this seemingly baffling move at the end of the solution.
White is preparing a stalemate rescue. 1.Kc2? Bg7 (or 1...Bh8) 2.Kd3 (2.b4 Kb7 3.b5
Kc7 4.Kd3 Kd6 5.Ke4 Keb6) 2...Kb7 3.Ked Kcb 4.Kf5 Kd6 1...Kb7 1...b5 2.Kc2! Bf6
3.Kb3; 1...axb4 2.Kc2 Kb7 3.Kb3 Kab 4.g7! (4.h8Q? Bxh8 5.Kxb4 Bg7 6.Kb3 Kab
7.Ka3 Bh6 8.Kb3 Bf8) 4...Bxg7 5.Kxb4= 2.b5! 2.Kc2? Be5 (2...Bg7; 2...Bh8) 3.Kd3
Kcb 4.Ke4 Kd6 5.b5 Keb6 2...Kc7 3.Ke2! White hurries to guard the gé—square The
White king's next moves to a critical position is not unambiguous, but these are
organic (harmless) duals. 3...Kd6 4.Kf3 or 4.Ke3 Keb6 5.Kf4 4...Ke6 5.Kf4 or 5.Kg4
5...Bf6 6.Kg4! Ke5 7.Kh5! Bg7 8.Kg5 or 8.Kh4; or 8.Kg4 8...Ke6 9.Kh5 or 9.Kg4 Kf6
10.Kh5 Kf5 11.h8Q! Bxh8 12.Kh6 and then as in the main line 9...Kf6 A critical
position: White is losing the g6 pawn.10.h8Q! That's an unexpected rescue!
10...Bxh8 11.Kh6 Bg7+ [Thanks to the b5—pawn, White can simply promote the
queen after 11...Ke5 12.g7 Bxg7+ 13.Kxg7 Kd5 14.Kf6 Kc5 15.Ke6 Kb4 16.Kd6 Kxa4
17.Kc6 Kb4 18.Kxb6= 12.Kh7 Bf8 13.Kg8 Bb4 14.Kh7! 14.g7? Kg6 15.Kh8 Bc3
16.Kg8 Bd4 14...Bf8 15.Kg8 Bh6 16.Kh7 Bg7 17.Kg8 Kxg6 stalemate. Remarks in
the solution are the author's. Several composers have already worked with the idea.
But in the new study, the author skillfully completed the intro, developing and
enriching the original idea. The first move 1.b4!! is particularly impressive.



1st commended
Michael Pasman, Israel
Mario Garcia MT, sec. A2, 2026

Draw (5+5)

1.d5+! 1.Nxc6 Bxf1 2.Nb4 Be2 3.Nd3 Kd5 4.Nf2 Kxd4—+ 1...Kxd5 1...Nxd5 2.Nxc6
Bxf1 3.Nd4+ Kd6 4.Nxf3= 2.Rxf3! 2.Nxc6 Bxf1+ 2...Nd7+! 2...Bxf3 3.Nxc6= 3.Ka8
Rb6! 4.Rb3! Thematic try : 4.Ba2+ Ke5! 5.Rb3 Bf3+! 6.Nc6+! Bxc6+ 7.Ka7 Bb5!—+
4..Rxb3 5.Ba2 Bf3! or 5...Kc5 6.Bxb3 Bf3+ as main 6.Bxb3+ Kc5+ 7.Nc6! Kb6!
8.Bd5! after 8.Ba4 black is winning with some waiting move like 8...Be4 8...Bxd5
model stalemate with pinned knight. An elegant 10-men in which, faced with the
threat of checkmate, White offers to sacrifice all three pieces and saves himself with
a stalemate.

2nd commendation
Pavel Arestov, Russia
Mario Garcia MT, sec. A2, 2026

Draw (3+5)

1.Ne1! 1.Rxf3? Ng5+ 2.Kg4 Nxf3—+ 1..Nf4+ 1..Bf4 2.Nxc2= 2.Kg3 f2! 2...Bb2
3.Nxc2= 3.Kxf2 Be3+! 4.Kf1! 4.Kxe3? c1Q+—+ 4...c1Q 5.Rb5+ Ka2 6.Ra5+ Kb3
7.Rb5+ Ka4 8.Ra5+! Kb4 9.Rb5+ Kc4 10.Rc5+ Kxc5 stalemate. A nice little thing
with a model stalemate and a knight pin. All the officers have been put in their places.
The solver would certainly be pleased with this composition.

Michal Hlinka, FIDE judge for studies, KoSice, July 2026



