MT Mario Garcia 2026
Section A

Section A featured 32 studies by 23 authors from 15 countries (Argentina, Czech Republic, Germany,
Israel, Italy, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, Uruguay, USA, France).
Several studies contained anticipations:

32 study E. Eilazyan can be considered a correction of study S. Filaretov, 1926.

23 study D. Hlebec is an idea by L. Kubbel, 1925.

20 study M. Dor¢ is based on G. Davies, 2010. The study has a right to exist - a false try was added.
However, the improvement is not significant enough to warrant inclusion in the awards.

21 study J. M. A. Gonzalez is duals 4. Kxh5 and 6.Bxe4.

(29) Eduard Eilazyan — Ukraine
1 prize
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Main thematic try 1.Bc3+? Kbl 2.Qb4+ Qxb4+ 3.Bxb4 Rd5+ 4.Kb6 Bgl+ 5.Kc6 Rfd8 6.Be7 Ba7 Here
White cannot take the f6 pawn with tempo. 7.Bxd8 Rxd8 8.Ne7 Rd2! (8...Bb8? 9.Kb5 Rd7 10.Nc6 Bxf4
11.Kc4 Rxb7 12.axb7+-) 9.Kc7 Ra2 10.Nc6 Rxa6 11.Nxa7 Rxa7 12.Kc8 Rxb7=

1.Qc1+! Foresight effect for nine moves!

1...Ka2 2.Qc2+ Ka3 2...Kal 3.Bc3+ Rxc3 4.Qxc3+ Kbl 5.Nxf8+-

3.Qad+ 3.Qcl+ Ka2 4.Qc2+ Ka3 loss of time.

3...Kb2 4.Qb4+ Qxb4+ 4...Kc2 5.Qxd6 Rxd6 6.Nxf8+-

5.Bxb4 Rd5+ 5...Re8 6.a7 Rd5+ 7.Ka4 Rdd8 8.Kb5 Bgl 9.Bc5 Bxc5 10.Kxc5+-

6.Kb6 Rfd8 or 6...Bgl+ 7.Kc6 Rfd8 8.Be7 Ba7 9.Bxf6+

7.Be7 Bgl+ 7...Re8 8.a7 Bgl+ 9.Kc6 Bxa7 10.Kxd5+-

8.Kc6 Ba7 Compared to the main thematic try, here the king is on square b2.

9.Bxf6+! Check! Black has a choice: where should the King move?

A: 9..Ka3 10.Bxd8 Rxd8 11.Ne7 Rf8 12.Nc8 Rf6+ 13.Kd7! But not 13.Kd5? Rxa6 14.Nxa7 Rb6
15.Nb5+ Rxb5+ 16.Kc6 R/Kb4=; 13.Kc7 Rf7+ 14.Kc6 Rf6+ 15.Kd7! waste of time; 13.Kb5? Bb8 14.a7
Bxa7 15.Nxa7 Rxf4=

13...Rxa6 14.Nxa7 Rxa7 15.Kc8 /Kc6 15...Rxb7 16.Kxb7 The black King from square a3 cannot delay
the pawn.

16...Kb4 17.Kc6+-

B: 9...Kb3 10.Bxd8 Rxd8 11.Ne7 Rf8 12.Nc8 Rf6+ 13.Kd5! Change of solution! Thematic try 13.Kd7?
Rxa6 14.Nxa7 Rxa7 15.Kc8 Rxb7 16.Kxb7 Kc4 17.Kc6 Kd4 18.f5 Ke5=; 13.Kc7?! Rf7+ 14.Kd6
(14.Kc6 Rf6+ waste of time) 14...Bb8+!=

13...Rxa6 14.Nxa7 Rb6 15.Nc6! Rxb7 16.NaS5+ The b3 square for the black King turned out to be
mined!

16...Kc3 17.Nxb7+-

“In study, a synthesis of two themes is implemented: the effect of foresight and change of solution. On the
first move, White makes the right choice and forces the black King to occupy the b2 square. Then they
use this circumstance on the 9th move. The choice of the square for the white King to retreat from the
Rook check on the 13th move depends on the choice of the square for the black King to retreat from the
Bishop check on the 9th move” (author's comment).

A two-phase study with a sequential synthesis. The phases are interconnected—there is a logical
transition from the first phase to the second.



(31) Eduard Eilazyan — Ukraine
2 prize (version)

Win BTM 4+4

1...c2+! Diverting the white King from a passed pawn.

2.Kxc2 2! The passed pawn gives Black a chance to escape. For the pawn, White will have to give up the
Rook.

3.Rg7+! Diverting the black King from a passed pawn.

Thematic try 3.Bd6+? Kf7 4.Rg4 f1Q 5.Rf4+ Qxf4 6.Bxf4 Na3+ 7.Kb3 Nb5 8.Kc4 Position Al with
wBf4 - there is a move 8...Na7 9.c7 Ke7 10.Kc5 Kd7 11.Kb6 Nc6 12.Kb7 Nd8+ 13.Kb8 Nc6+ 14.Kb7
Perpetual check. Thematic try 3.Rg4? f1Q 4.Red+ Kf6 5.Rf4+ Qxf4 6.Bxf4 Na3+ 7.Kb3 Nb5 8.Kc4
Position A1 with wBf4 - there is a move 8...Na7= 3...Kf8! The black King is forced to move away from
the passed pawn. 3...Kf6 4.Be5+ Ke6 5.c7 f1Q 6.¢8Q+ Kxe5 7.Re7++-

4.Rg1! Thematic try 4.Rg4? f1Q 5.Rf4+ Qxf4 6.Bxf4 Na3+ 7.Kb3 Nb5 8.Kc4 Na7=

4...Na3+ 5.Kb3 fxg1Q 6.Bxgl A change in the situation! Now the white passed pawn gives a chance to
win. 6...Nb5 7.Kc4! Position A with wBgl - no move 7..Na7. No 7.Kb4? Nc7 8.Bh2 Ne6=

7..Nc7 8.Bb6! 8.Bh2? Ne8! 9.Kb5 Ke7=

8...Ne8 9.Bd8! 9.Bc5+? Kf7 10.Kd5 Nc¢7+ 11.Kd6 Ne8+ 12.Kd7 Nf6+ 13.Kd8 Nd5=

9..Nd6+ 10.Kd5! Ke8 11.Ke6! Refusal to take the Knight due to the position of mutual zugzwang.
11.Kxd6? Kxd8 Reciprocal zugzwang WTM. 12.c7+ Kc8 13.Kc6= Stalemate.

11...Nb5! Black refuses to take the Bishop for the same reason. 11...Kxd8? 12.Kxd6 Reciprocal zugzwang
BTM. 12...Kc8 13.¢7 Kb7 14.Kd7+-

12.Bb6! 12.Bf6? Nc7+ 13.Kd6 Nb5+ 14.Kc5 Na7 15.¢7 Kd7=

12...Kf8 13.Kd7 13.Bc5+ Ke8 14.Bb6 Kf8 waste of time. 13...Kg8 14.Ke8! 14.Bd4 Kf8 15.Bb6 Kg8
waste of time.

14..Nd6+ 15.Kd8 Nb5 16.Bc5! 16.Ke7 Kg7 17.Ke6 K8 18.Kd7 Kg8 19.Ke8; 16.Ke8 Nd6+ 17.Kd8
Nb5 waste of time.

16..Kf7 17.Kd7! Reciprocal zugzwang BTM. 17.Kc8? Nc3 18.Kd7 (18.Kb7 Nd5=) 18..Nb5=
Reciprocal zugzwang WTM.

17...Kf6 18.Kc8! Ke6 18..Nc3? 19.Bd4+ 19.Kb7+- e.g. 19...Kd5 20.Be7 Kc4 21.Bf8 Kd5 22.Kb6 Kc4
23.Bg7 Kb4 24.Bh6 Kc4 25.Bd2 Nd6 26.c7+- (author's comment).

Another two-phase study with sequential synthesis. The change in the introductory moves improved the
study. The introduction became thematic due to the mutual application of similar tactical techniques.

(24) M. Gromov & O. Pervakov — Russia
3 prize




Win 6+4

1.Bg2! Rxg2 2.Kf7 Rg8! Counter-sacrifice.

3.Kxg8 Kxe6 4.a8R! 4.a8Q? Rd8+ 5.Qxd8= Stalemate.

4..Rd7! 5.Rb8! 5.Re8+? Kf6 6.Rb8 Kg6! 7.Rb6+ Kh5=; 5.Rc8? Kd5!=

5...Ra7 5..Kd5 6.Rb7+-

6.Rb5!! Suddenly sacrificing a passing pawn. 6.Rb6+? Kd5=

6...Rxa6 7.Kg7 Ra7+ 7..Ral 8.Re5+ Kd6 9.Kf6+-

8.Kg6 Ke7 9.Rxf5 Ke8 Or 9...Ral 10.Rf7+ Ke8 11.f5 Rfl 12.Kg7! Rgl+ 13.Kf6+-

10.Rf6! Ral 11.Kg7 Rgl+ 11...Ra7+ 12.Kg8+-

12.Rg6 Rfl 13.Re6++- An instructive Rook endgame after underpromotion (author's comment).
The unexpected appearance of a Rook instead of a sacrificed Bishop.

(28) Michael Pasman — Israel
Special prize

Win 7+7

1.c6? Rhl+ 2.Kg4 Ne5+ 3. Kf5 Ng3+ 4. Kf6 Nh5+ 5. Kf5 Ng3+ 6.Rxg3 Nxc6=

1.d7+! Kd8 2.Bb6+! 2.c6?? Rh1+ 3.Kg4 Ne5+ 4.Kf5 Nxc6—+

2...Nxb6 3.c6! Nf4+ 3..Rh1+ 4.Kg4 Nf6+ 5.Kf5 Nxg8 6.c7+ Ke7 7.d8Q+ Kf7 8. Nd6+ Kg7 9.Nd7 Ne7+
10.Kg4 Nxd7 11.Nf5+! Kf7 12.Qxd7 {2 13.c8Q+-

4.Kg4 4 Kh4? Rh2+ 5.Kg4 Rgl+ 6.Kf5 Rh5+! 7.Ke4 Rel+ 8.Kxf4 Nd5+ 9.Kxf3 Rf5+ 10.Kg2 Re2+
11.Kgl Rel+=

4..Rgl+ 5.Kf5! 5.Kxf4?? Nd5+—+

5..Ke7 5..Re5+ 6.Kxf4! Nd5+ 7.Kxe5+-

6.c¢7! 6.Rxgl? Nxd7=

6...Ne6 7.Rxgl Thematic try: 7.c8N+? 3rd Knight. 7...Nxc8 8.dxc8N+ another Knight. 8...Kf7!=

7...£2 8.Nxe6 8.c8Q? Nxc8 and thematic 9.dxc8N+ is not good enough 9..Kxf8 10.Rfl=; 8.Rd1? f1Q+!
9.Rxf1 Nxc7 10.Nd4 Nxd7 11.Nxe2 Nxf8=; 8.c8N+? is again too early.

8...Re5+! Thematic line: 8...Kxd7 9.Rd1+ Ke7 10.Nbd4! Rel 11.Nc6+ Kf7 12.Ne5+! Ke7 13.c8N+!+-
third Knight! 13.¢8Q?? f1Q+—+

9.Kxe5 Nxd7+ 10.Kf5! fxg1Q 11.¢8N+! Third Knight! 11.c8Q?= is perpetual check.

11...Kf7 12.Nbd6+ Kg8 13.Ne7+ Kh8 14.Nf7# (author's comment).

At the end of the 19th century, A. Troitsky checkmated with three Knights in three corners of the board.
Here, the author did not set such an ambitious goal and limited himself to checkmating in one corner.

(1) Michal Hlinka & Lubos Kekely - Slovakia
1 honorable mention



Win 5+5

1.Bf5! d2 2.Bc2 2.Bg4? Bd4=

2...Bd8 2...Bd4 3.Ka6 e4 4.b5 e3 5.Bdl Kc7 6.b6+ Kc6 7.Be2! Kc5 8.b7 Be5 9.Ka7 Kb4 10.a6 Ka5
11.b8Q Bxb8+ 12.Kb7!+-

3.Ka6! Kc7 4.h4! Logical try 4.Ka7? e4 5.Ka6! h5! 6.h3 h4 7.Ba4 e3 8.Bd1l Bf6 9.b5 Bc3! 10.b6+ Kcb
11.b7 Be5 12.Ka7 Kd5! 13.a6 Ke4 14.Be2 Kf4! 15.Ka8 Kg3 16.a7 Kf2= or 11.Be2 Bd4! Position Al
mzz - White to move. 12.Bf3+ Kc5 13.b7 Be5 14.Ka7 Kd4 15.Be2 Kc3 16.b8Q Bxb8+ 17.Kxb8 Kc2=;
try 4.b5? Kd6 5.b6 Kc5 6.b7 Bc7=

4...Kc6 4..Bxh4 5.b5 Bd8 6.Ka7 Kd6 7.b6 Kc5 8.b7 Bc7 9.a6 Kb5 10.Bd3+ Kb4 11.Be2 Ka5 12.b8Q
Bxb8+ 13.Kb7!+-; 4...e4 5.h5 e3 6.Bd1 Kc6 7.Bf3+ Kc7 8. Ka7+-

5.Bad4+! Try 5.Be4+? Kd6 6.Bc2 Bxh4 7.Kb7 Bf2! 8.a6 h5 9.b5 h4!=

5..Ke7 5..Kd6 6.Kb7

6.h5! 6.Bc2 Kc6 7.Bad+ waste of time; 6.b5? Kd6! 7.b6 Kc5 8.b7 Bc7=

6...e4 7.Bc2! €3 7...Bf6 8.b5 €3 9.b6+ Kc6 10.Bd1 Be3 11.b7 Be5 12.Ka7+-

8.Bd1 Bf6 8...Kc6 9.Bf3+ Kc7 10.Ka7+-

9.bS Bd4 9...Bc3 10.b6+ Kc6 11.b7+-

10.b6+ Kc6 11.Be2! Position A mzz - Black to move. 11.Bf3+? Kc5=

11...Bc3 12.b7 Kc7 13.Ka7 Bd4+ 14.Ka8+- 11...Be5 12.Bf3+ (12.Ka7 Bd4 13.Ka6 Be5 waste of time)
12..Kc5 13.Kb7! Kb4 14.a6+-

Initially, the judge perceived the study as a sequence of moves without a clear idea. Unfortunately,
authors often fail to comment on their pieces or explain their intentions. The judge managed to find a
mutual zugzwang not mentioned by the authors, as well as a false try in which the zugzwang with White's
move was shown in parentheses. With the zugzwang logical sense emerged in White's play.

(18) Ilshat Valitov — Serbia
2 honorable mention

Win 5+4

1.g7? Bd4+ 2.Kb1=1.Kc3! Kc6 1...Bxb6 2.g7 Rc8+ 3.Kd3+-

2.¢7 Rd8 3.a8Q+! Deflection of the Rook from the d-file. 3.h7? Bd4+—+

3...Rxa8 4.h7 Ra3+ 5.Kd2 5.Kc4? Nc2 6.g8Q Ne3#; 5.Kb2? Bd4+ 6.Kxa3 Bxg7—+

5..Nb3+ 6.Kd3! 6.Kc2? Nd4+= 6.Kd1? Ral+ 7.Kc2 7..Nd4+ 8.Kb2 Nb5! 9.h8Q Bd4+ 10.Kc2 Bxg7
11.Qxg7 Ra6=; 7.Ke2 Nd4+ 8.Kd3 Rd1+ 9.Ke4 Rel+=

6...Nd4+ 7.Ke4 7.Kd2? Bb4+ 8.Kcl Bc3 9.g8Q Ral#



7..Ne2! 8.h8Q! 8.g8Q? Re3+ 9.Kf5 Rf3+ 10.Kg6 Rg3+ 11.Kf7 Rf3+ 12.Ke8 Re3+ 13.Kd8 Bxb6+
14.Kc8 Bd4 15.Qc4+ Kd6 16.Qxd4+ Nxd4 17.h8Q=

8...Re3+ 9.Kf5 Rf3+ 10.Kg6 Rg3+ 11.Kf7 Rf3+ 12.Ke8 Re3+ 13.Kd8 Bxb6+ 14.Kc8+- White wins.
For example: 14...Bd4 15.Qh6/h1++-

7...Ne6 8.g8Q 8.h8Q? Re3+ 9.Kf5 Nxg7+ 10.Qxg7=

8...Re3+ 9.Kf5+- White wins. For example: 9...Bd4 10.h8Q Bxh8 11.Qxh8 Kxb6 12.Qb2+!+-; 11...Re2
12.Qb8!+-

Change of solution. Depending on the choice of the black Knight, White decides which pawn to promote
to a Queen.

(6) Minski Martin — Germany
3 honorable mention

Win 5+4

1.Bd7+? Kb4 2.Nxe3 gxh6=; 1.Nxe3? Rxc8=

1.Ng8! e2! 1..Rxg8 2.Bd7+ Kb4 3.Nxe3 Kc5 4.Kg5 Kd6 5.Bg4 Ke7 6.Kg6+-; 1...g5+ 2. Kgd+-

2.Nc3+ Kb4 3.Nxe2 Rxg8 4.Bh3! 4.Be6? Rb8! 5.Ng3 Rb6=; 4.Bg4? g5+=

4..Kc5 4...g5+ 5. Kgd+-; 4.. Rf8 5.Ng3 Kc5 6.Nf5 Kd5 7.Nxg7 Ke5 8. Kg5+-

5.Ng3 Kd5 5...g5+ 6.Kg4 Kd6 7.h6! Ke7 8. Kh5 g4 9.Bxgd Kf6 10.Ned++-

6.Nf5 Ke6!? 6..Ke5 7.Kg5 Ra8 8.Nxg7+-; 6...g5+ 7.hxg6! Rxg6 8.Ne7++- or 7...Ke5 8.Kg5+-

7.Nh6+ Ke7 8.Nxg8+ Kf7 9.Ne7! 9.Kg5? Kxg8=; thematic try 9.Be6+? Kxe6 10.Kg5 Kf7 11.Ne7 Kxe7
12.Kg6 Kf8 13.Kh7 Kf7=

9...Kxe7 10.Kg5 Kf7 11.Be6+! Kxe6 12.Kg6+-

In the finale, White sacrifices pieces in the correct sequence, preventing the black King from moving into
the draw corner.

(27) Michael Pasman — Israel
4 honorable mention

Win 7+5
1.Ng3! Horizontal interference. Thematic try: 1.h7? Rf3+! 2.Kc4/e4 Rh3 3.f7 Bd6 4.Nd5+ Kxd7=
1...Bxg3 2.h7 Rh5 3.f7! 3.Nd5+? Kxd7 4.f7 Rh3!=
3..Bd6 4.Nd5+ Kxd7 5.Nf6+ Fork - the consequences of the Knight's sacrifice on the first move.
5...Ke7 6.Nxh5 Be5 7.Nf6! Diagonal interference. 7...Bxf6 8.Bg5! Pin. 8...Nf4+ 9.Ke4! Ng6 10.Bxf6+
Kxf7 11.Bxd4+-

(8) Pavel Arestov — Russia
Commendation



Win 6+4

1.Nf1+ Kh1 2.Bg2+ Qxg2 3.Rh6+! 3.Rxg2? Rxb6!=

3...Qh3! 3..Kgl 4 Rxg2+ Kxg2 5.Ne3+ Kf3 6.Nc6/a6+-

4.Rgxh3+! 4 Rhxh3+? gxh3 5.Rxh3+ Kg2/gl=

4...gxh3 5.Nc6! Ra4! 6.Ne3! Switchback. 6.Rxh3+? Kg2=; 6.Kb2? Kgl! 7.Ne3 h2 8.Rg6+ Kf2=

6...h2 6..Re4 7.Rxh3++-

7.Nd4!! Puante. Try: 7.Ne5? Kgl 8.Rg6+ Kf2 9.Nd1+ Kfl! 10.Rf6+ Kg2 11.Rg6+ Kfl= Positional draw;
7.Rf6? Ral+ 8. Kb2 Rel=

7..Rxd4 7..Kgl 8.Rg6+ (or 8.Ne2+ Kf2 9.Kd2) 8..Kf2 9.Nd1+ +-

8.Rf6! Kg1 9.Rf1# model mate with blocking h2 (author's comment).

(12) Hergert Volker — Switzerland
Commendation

Win 543

1.b7! Desperado sacrifice that pulls the Bishop over the intersection square d5 and puts it into a passive
position. 1.d5? Kxb6=; 1.h5? Kxb6=

1...Bxb7 1...Bc6+ 2.Kf8! Bxb7 3.h5 Ne3 4.d5!+- The win is easier for White than after immediate
1...Bxb7. 2.h5 2.d5? Bxd5 (2..Ng3=) 3.Bxd5 Ng3=

2...Ne3! 2..Ng3 3.h6+-; 2...Bed 3.d5 Ng3 (3...Ne3 4.d6 Nf5 5.d7+-) 4.h6 Nf5 5.Bh7! Nd6+ 6.Kd7 Bxh7
7.Kxd6+- 3.d5! A sacrifice on the intersection square. 3.h6? Bed4=

3..Kb6! It's relatively best for Black to decline the offer. 3...Nxd5 4.h6! Nf6+ (4..Nf4 5.Bh7!+- The
passed pawn is only blocked shortly and cannot be stopped anymore) 5.Kf7 Nxg8 6.h7!+-; 3...Bxd5
4.Bxd5 Nxd5 5.Kf7!+-

4.d6! 4.h6? Ng4 5.h7 Nf6+ 6.Ke7 Nxh7= 4...Bc6+ 4..Nf5 5.d7+-

5.Kd8! 5.Kf8? Nf5 6.Bh7 Nh6= (6..Nxd6? 7.h6+-) 7.Kg7 (7.Ke7 Kc5 8.d7 Bxd7=) 7...Bf3! 8.d7 Kc7=;
5.d7? Ng4 6.Be6 Bxd7+! 7.Bxd7 (7.Kxd7 Nf6+ 8.Ke7 Nxh5=) 7...Nf6+ 8 Kf7 Nxh5=

5..Nf5 5..Kc5 6.h6 Kxd6 7.h7+-

6.d7 Kc5 6..Nh6 7.Be6+-

7.Be6! 7.Kc7? Bxd7! 8. Kxd7 Kd4 9.Ke6 Ng7+ 10.Kf7 Nxh5=

7...Ng7 8.h6! 8.Ke7? Bxd7 9.h6 (9.Bxd7 Nxh5=) 9..Nf5+ 10.Bxf5 Bxf5=

8...Nxe6+ 9.Ke7 Bxd7 10.h7!+- (author's comment).

(11) Hergert Volker — Switzerland
Commendation



Win 4+4

1.Kc5! Threatens both 2.Kc6 with checkmate on the spot and 2.Kb6 with a winning position. 1.Kd5? Kd7
2.Nf3 Bf4! 3.Ne5+ Bxe5 4.Kxe5 hd=; 1. Kb5? Kb7=; or 1.Nf3? Bf4! 2.Kd5 Kd7

1...Kb7 1..Bf4 2.Kc6! Bxh2 (2...Bxd6 3.Kxd6+-) 3.d7#; 1...Kd7 2.Kb6+-

2.Kd5! The idea of this triangulation is that Black can no longer reply with Kd7. [2.Nf3? Be3+ 3.Kd5
Bb6!=as White cannot prevent Black from sacrificing his Bishop for the two pawns.

2...h4 2...Be3 3.Ke6 Bb6 4. Kd7+-

3.Ng4! 3.Nf3? Again incorrect! 3...h3! 4.Ke6 (4.Nxg5 h2 5. Ke6 h1Q and here White must find a precise
move order to just draw: 6.c8Q+ Kxc8 7.d7+ Kc7 8.Ke7=) 4...Kc8 5.Nxg5 (5.Nd4 h2 6.Nc6 h1Q 7.Na7+
Kb7 8.c8Q+ Kxa7 9.Qc5+ Ka6 10.Qxg5 Qc6!=) 5..h2 6.Nf7 (6.Ke7 h1Q 7.d7+ Kxc7 8.d8Q+ Kb7=)
6..h1Q 7.d7+ Kxc7 8.d8Q+ Here, White can chase the King a lot, but the black monarch eventually
escapes. 8..Kb7 9.Nd6+ Ka6 10.Qc8+ Kb6! (10..Ka5? 11.Qc5+ Kad 12.Qb5+ Ka3 13.Nc4+ Ka2
14.Qb2#) 11.Qb8+ Kc5 12.Qb5+ Kd4 13.Qc4+ (13.Nf5+ Ke3=) 13..Ke3 14.Nf5+ Kd2 15.Qd4+ Ke2=;
3.Ke6? Kc8 4.Ng4 (4.Nf3? h3 5.Nxg5 leads us back to the last sideline) 4...h3 5.Kd5 (5.Ne5 h2 is a draw
line we also had above) 5...Kb7 6.Ke5 Kc8 7.Keb6 is the main line but with a waste of time.

3...h3 3...Bd2 4.Ke6 Ba5 5.Kd7+-

4.Ke5! 4.Ke6 Kc8 5.Kd5 (5.Ne5? h2= see above) 5...Kb7 waste of time.

4...Kc8 or 4...Bd2 5.Ke6 Kc8 is the same position as in the main line.

5.Ke6 Bd2! Addressing both possible replies White would have after the two other candidate moves with
the bishop. 5..Bh4 6.Ne3! h2 7.Nd5 h1Q 8.d7+ Kb7 9.c8Q++- followed by checkmate; 5...Bf4 6.Ke7
Bg5+ 7.Ke8+-

6.Nf6! Interrupting the diagonal h4-d8 und thus shielding the King from a Bishop check on g5. 6.Ne5?
Ba5!=; 6.Ke7? Bb4!=

6...gxf6 Black has no other choice than to accept the sacrifice as otherwise the Knight would reach any of
the key squares d5 or e8. 7.d7+ Kxc7 8.Ke7 Bb4+ 9.Ke8+- (author's comment).

(25) Valery Kalashnikov — Russia
Commendation

1.Kf3! Qd3+ 2.Be3+ Qxe3+ 3.Kxe3 b2 4.Rg3+! 4.Bf3? Ra3+ 5.Kf4 Rxf3+ 6. Kxf3 b1Q 7.Rg3+ Kh2
8.Rg2+ Kh3=; 4 Nc3? Ra3 5.Rg3+ Kh2 6.Kf2 Rxc3 7.Rxc3 b1Q=

4..Kh2 5.B¢c2 Ral 6.Kf2! b1Q 7.Rg2+ Kh3 8.Ng5+ Kh4 9.Nf3+ Kh5 10.Rh2+ Kg4 11.Rh4# Model
mate.

(26) Michael Pasman — Israel



Commendation

1.f6+ Kg8 1..Kh6 2.fxg7 Bxf4 3.g8Q+-

2.Rd8+! 2.f7+? Qxf7 3.Rd8+ Kg7 4.h6+ Kxh6 5.Rxf7 Nd7+ 6.Kd5 (6.Kc6 Rc7+=; 6.Rxd7 Rxd7 7.Rh7+
Kg5=) 6...e6+ 7.Kxe6 Nc5+=

2...Qf8 3.fxe7! 3.f7+? Kg7=; 3.Rg4+? Kf7 4.Bcd+ (4.Bg6+ Ke6 5.Rxf8 Nd7+=) 4...e6+ 5.Rxf8+ Kxf8
6.Bxe6=

3..Bd6+ 4.Kxd6 Rd7+ 5.Kc5 Qxd8 5..Rxd8 6.Rxf8+ Rxf8 7.Bc4+ Kg7 (7...Kh7 8.exf8N++-) 8.h6+
Kg6 9.exf8N+!+-

6.Rf8+!! Qxf8 7.Bc4+ Rd5+! 7.. Kg7 8.h6+ Kgb 9.exf8Q+-; 7...Qf7 8.e8Q++-

8.Bxd5+ Kh7 8...Kg7 9.h6+ Kg6 10.exf8N++-

9.exf8N+!+- 9.Bed4+? Kg7 10.h6+ Kf7=; 9.ext8Q? Nd7+=

(32) Jorge Joaquin Lois — Argentina
Special commendation

Win 8+9

1.h5 Bf8 2.h6 2.Nf3 Kb7 3.Ngl (3.h6 c3 4.bxc3 gxh6 5.c4 Bg7 6.Kb4 Kc6=) 3...Ka7 waste of time.
2...c3! 3.bxe3 3.hxg7? Bxg7 4.7 cxb2—+; 3.h7? cxb2—+

3...gxh6 4.c4 4.¢g777 Bxg7 5.7 Bxc3#

4...h5 4..Kb7 5.c5 Bg7 6.Kb4 Kc6 7.Kcd+-

5.¢5 h4 5.. Kb7 6.c6+ Kxc6 7.¢7! Bxe7 8.g7+-

6.c6 h3 7.c7! 7.¢7? Bxe7 8.c7 Bb4+ 9.Kxb4 h2 10.c8Q hxglQ=; 7.Nxh3? f3—+

7..Kb7 7..h2 8.c8Q hxglQ 9.Qc7+ Ka8 10.Kxa6+-; 7...Bb4+ 8. Kxb4 h2 9.c8Q+-

8.e7! Bxe7 9.g7 h2 9..Bf6? 10.c8Q+! Kxc8 11.g8Q+ Bd8+ 12.Kxa6 h2 13.Qc4+ Bc7 14.Qe6+ Kd8
15.Qd5+ Kc8 16.Qxg2+-

10.g8Q! 10.¢8Q+? Kxc8 11.g8Q+ Bd8+!—+

10...Kxc7 11.Qc4+

The author tried to complete the study with the line 11...Kb8 12.Qxf4+ Kc8 13.Kb6 Bd8+ 14.Kc6 hxglQ
15.Qg4+ Kb8 16.Qb4++-, but White wins more easily 12.Kb6! Bd8+ 13.Kc6 hxglQ 14.Qb4++-

The finale is proposed 11...Kd7 12.Qd5+ Kc7 13.Qxg2+-

Perhaps the amount of force on the board can be reduced.

(17) Stanislav Nosek - Czech Republic
Special commendation



Not enough 1.Qxf5+? Kxd8 2.Kb6 Qxc6+! (2...Ne7? 3.c7#) 3.Kxc6 Ne7+=

1.Bf6! Nxf6 1...Qe6 2.Qd3! Nxf6 3.exf6 Kc7 (3...Qe5+ 4.Kc4 Qe6+ 5.Qd5+-) 4.Qg3+ K8 5.Kce5! Qxfo
6.Qg8+ Qd8 7.Qe6+ Kc7 (7..Kb8 8.Qb3++-) 8.Qf7+ Kb8 9.Qb7#; 1...Nh6 2.Qa2! Kb8 3.Kb6+-; 1...Ne7
2.Bxe7 Qxe7 3.Qxf5+ Kc7 4.e6+-; 1...Kc7 2.Qc5 Qb8+ 3.Kc4 Nxf6 4.Qd6++-

2.Qxf5+ 2.exf6? QeS5+ 3.Qc5 Qxfo=

2..Nd7 2..Kc7 3.Qxf6 Qb8+ 4.Kc5! (4.Kc4? Qg8+!) 4...Qb6+ 5.Kd5 Qb5+ 6.Ke6 Qxc6+ 7.Kf7 Qd5+
8.6 Qh5+ 9.Kf8+- with pawn promotion to Queen.

3.e6! premature 3.cxd7+? Qxd7+ 4.Qxd7+ Kxd7=

3..Nb8 4.7+ Nd7 4..Kc7 5.Qf4+ Kc8 6.Qf8+-

5.exd7+! 5.Qxd7+? Qxd7 6.cxd7+ Kxd7=

5...Qxd7+ 6.Kb6!! Qxf5 7.e8Q# Model mate (author's comment).

The study can be considered a correction and improvement of the work by L. Mitrofanov, 1970.

2026, June Judge Sergey Osintsev (Yekaterinburg, Russia)



